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ABSTRACT

Qri Lanka is experienencing @ high rate ol merease in electricity demand. Reliable

supply of encrgy 1s a crucial factor for development. Al present more than 60 % of the

energy., demand 1S supplied by large hydropower sSources. However, the curren
multipurpose hydropowet capacity 1s not sufficient to fulfill the CVEr-growing electricity

demand of the country.Enhancing hydro capacity by using mini hydro power plants 18
(the insufficient waler

not only an alternative device but also also the best solution lOr

for mulupurpose megd plants and the |‘|11|“1|i|; ‘Wl'()lL'Hl against SEVere Huplnliw_:

environmental impacts ol large powet projects.

.:\Hhou;_'_lh mini hvdropower Wias considerd as the elfective and t:mm'm'nnunln\ (riendy

encrgy SOQUICC W ith the lcast an;uf‘l on the L‘1u'11m1mrlll therce have heen l'mhlt{; |“n'nltf.i'-

against many minihvdro projects currently operating 1n (he country. 185Uc€s concerning

loss of bathing poinis, public nuisance due 1o rock Hhiasting. deforestration and had

hidden agendas with strong political back up werc avident in this protest.

udy was conducted 1n a an environmentally sensitive area with the

economic 1mMpacts of a mini hydropower project On

slall= = d SOC10
HuluGanga basin ~f Sri Lanka and 1O ~xamine the adequacy of the present
~nvironmental assesment protess 1S an en\ ronmental management t00!.
This study mammiy X cused on Primar) data that collected through a structured
quEs AIT€ : computer programint of Regression Analysis with robus!
: iard errors and 10g1 model output 107 est the socio economic factors aftecung
1111€erc - 3 nerceplion nfa M| 4%
he resull g ‘hat monetary value ~f the benelicianes 15 (he most important
Zi8 Jlru 1INno '-i[_ resSi1ofc e SsOCIO | CONONIC Hlt\'l.'il 1S .'1Hl| \HI\‘H_'I SO L'.\ '.H'\P;_'nkl'w Cdl) \“HJ
_jfj'.f,%_;r_} ]ﬁ’, ;['T;‘fﬂ]i";t'i']'_ N1atiof (1 T r'-"r|1.'111i1 ' HIH\H'H‘.:HMH l};u \ ARCS
rhe conclusion arrl s at this cas idy 18 that no sienificant ne oal1ve enivironmental
npacts remely 10W negalive mpacts f._t:mp;ltw\ (o the value of the pu%ili\ft
mpacts of the minl hydro olectricity projects he study also demonstratc application ol
nresen! environimc ntal accessment Process  ds Al t_'ll\fi|'mllHL:l'll;l\ m;nmgu\mm

ol(EIA/IEE) and 11 s mportance of monitoring altel completion of the pojec norde!
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